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PAGE A8

SCHENECTADY

ALBANY COUNTY

EDITION

INDEX

Annie’s Mailbox 
D2

Bridge 

D2

Business 

A6

Classifi ed 
C6-8

Comics 

D3

Horoscope 

D2

Life & Arts 
D1-6

Obituaries 
B4-5

Opinion 

A7

Sports 

C1-5

Television 
D5-6

Obama 

choice 

steps 

aside
Commerce pick 

Richardson under 

investigation

BY NEDRA PICKLER 

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — New Mexico Gov. Bill Rich-

ardson abandoned his nomination to become com-

merce secretary under pressure of a grand jury 

investigation into a state contract awarded to his 

political donors — an investigation that threatened 

to embarrass President-elect Barack Obama. 

Richardson insisted he would be cleared in the 

investigation and Obama stood by the governor 

as an “outstanding public servant.” But both men 

said it has become clear that a 

grand jury probe would not be 

fi nished in time for Richardson’s 

confi rmation hearings and could 

keep him from fi lling the post in 

a timely matter. 

Richardson’s withdrawal was 

the fi rst disruption of Obama’s 

Cabinet process and the second 

“pay-to-play” investigation that 

has touched Obama’s transition to the presidency. 

The president-elect has remained above the fray in 

both the case of arrested Illinois Gov. Rod Blago-

jevich and the New Mexico case. 

A federal grand jury is investigating how a Cali-

fornia company that contributed to Richardson’s 

political activities won a New Mexico transporta-

tion contract worth nearly $1.5 million. Richardson 

said in a statement issued by the Obama transition 

offi ce that the investigation could take weeks or 

months but expressed confi dence it will show he 

and his administration acted properly. 

Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs said he ex-

pected a new commerce secretary to be nomi-

nated soon but didn’t have a timetable. Gibbs said 

the problem with Richardson’s nomination wasn’t 

a matter that those tasked to look into his back-

ground missed something. 

“I think the totality of our Cabinet picks is im-

pressive and I think our vetters have done a good 

job,” Gibbs told reporters traveling with Obama as 

he moved to Washington on Sunday night. 

A senior Obama adviser said Richardson gave 

assurances before he was nominated last month 

that he would come out fi ne in the investigation 

and the president-elect had no reason to doubt it. 

But as the grand jury continued to pursue the case, 

it became clear that confi rmation hearings would 

have to be delayed for six weeks or even longer 

until the investigation was complete, said the ad-

viser, speaking on condition of anonymity about 

the discussions because they were private. 

Aides to both men insisted that Richardson made 

the decision to withdraw and was not pushed out 

by Obama. But one Democrat involved in discus-

sions over the matter said transition offi cials be-

Bomber hits shrine despite new security

BY PATRICK QUINN 

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A woman hiding among 

Iranian pilgrims with a bomb strapped 

under her black robe killed more than 

three dozen people Sunday outside a 

Baghdad mosque during ceremonies 

commemorating the death of one of 

Shiite Islam’s most revered saints. 

The suicide attack, the most recent 

in a series that has killed more than 60 

people in less that a week, was the lat-

est to mar the transfer of many security 

responsibilities from the U.S. military 

to Iraqi forces. 

Iraqi security forces have deployed 

thousands of troops in Baghdad and in 

the Shiite holy city of Karbala, just south 

of the capital, to safeguard against at-

tacks during the ceremonies. Attacks by 

al-Qaida in Iraq, Sunni insurgents and 

even a Shiite cult have killed hundreds 

of people in recent years. 

The attack in Baghdad’s northern Shi-

ite neighborhood of Kazimiyah, which 

wounded at least 72 people, comes two 

days after a suicide bomber slipped into 

a luncheon at a tribal leader’s home 

south of Baghdad and killed at least 23 

people. More than a dozen other people 

have died in other attacks since New 

Year’s Day. 

The Iraqi military held parades to mark 

the anniversary of its founding 88 years 

ago and to celebrate a security agreement 

with the United States that went into ef-

fect on Jan. 1. The agreement replaced a 

U.N. mandate that allowed the U.S. and 

other foreign troops to operate in Iraq. 

Under the new agreement, U.S. troops 

will no longer conduct unilateral opera-

tions and will act only in concert with 

Iraqi forces. They must also leave ma-

jor Iraqi cities by June and withdraw all 

troops by the end of 2011. 

In another sign of the transition in 

authority, the U.S. military on Sunday 

handed over control in Diyala Province 

to about 9,000 Sons of Iraq, a predomi-

nantly Sunni group of former insurgents 

and tribesmen whose revolt against al-

Qaida in Iraq gave a signifi cant boost to 

security in the turbulent province and 

helped turned the tide in the war against 

the terror group. 

The United States paid each of the 

group’s estimated 90,000 members coun-

BY IBRAHIM BARZAK 

AND JASON KEYSER 

The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Thousands of 

Israeli troops backed by tanks and helicopter 

gunships surrounded Gaza’s largest city and 

fought militants at close range Sunday, the 

fi rst full day of an overwhelming ground of-

fensive in the coastal territory. 

Israel said it has infl icted a heavy blow 

against Hamas as it expands a weeklong of-

fensive meant to stop rocket fi re on southern 

Israel. But spiraling civilian casualties among 

Palestinians fueled an international outcry, 
Israeli soldiers carry the fl ag-draped coffi n of a comrade, killed 

during fi ghting in Gaza, at his funeral in Jerusalem on Sunday.

LEFTERIS PITARAKIS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tension founder Nathan Mandsager, an associate minister at 

Calvary Tabernacle Assembly of God Church in Schenectady, 

smiles alongside a child during a visit to Uganda.
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Their fi rst snow

Clockwise from upper left, Andy Garcia, 14, of Orlando, Fla., Carlos Correa and Correa’s sons Javier, 13, and Charlie, 16, of Bayamon, Puerto Rico, 

play together in the snow at Schenectady’s Central Park on Sunday. The Correas, in town visiting relatives, had never before seen snow.
ANA N. ZANGRONIZ/GAZETTE PHOTOGRAPHER

ALSO INSIDE

GAZA’S CIVILIANS increasingly exposed 

to the violence. A4

Israeli troops, tanks 

slice deep into Gaza

Opponents declare: ‘The violence has to stop’

ALSO INSIDE

CITY OFFICIALS expect massive gridlock in 

D.C. on inauguration day. A2

CONGRESSIONAL DEMOCRATS say stimulus 

package unlikely before inauguration. A3
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Local duo makes 

global giving focus 

of new business

BY KATHY RICKETTS

Gazette Reporter

Nathan Mandsager and Justin 

Kirker are on a mission to infl u-

ence the way Americans do busi-

ness — one T-shirt at a time.

“We want to show people that 

we as consumers can purchase 

items that can help other people 

in the world in the process,” said 

Mandsager, president and direc-

tor of international operations for 

Tension, a Web-based company 

that sells T-shirts in the United 

States.

For every T-shirt that Tension 

sells, one T-shirt will be provided to 

Confederate sub’s 

fate still a cold case

Hunley, raised in 2000, keeps secrets

BY BRUCE SMITH 

The Associated Press

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. 

— It could be one of the nation’s 

oldest cold case fi les: What hap-

pened to eight Confederate sailors 

aboard the H.L. Hunley after it be-

came the fi rst submarine in his-

tory to sink an enemy warship? 

Their hand-cranked sub rammed 

a spar with black powder into the 

Union blockade ship Housatonic 

off Charleston on a chilly winter 

night in 1864 but never returned. 

Its fate has been the subject of 

almost 150 years of conjecture 

and almost a decade of scientifi c 

research since the Hunley was 

raised back in 2000. But the sub-

marine has been agonizingly slow 

surrendering her secrets. 

“She was a mystery when she 

was built. She was a mystery as to 

how she looked and how she was 

constructed for many years and 

she is still a mystery as to why she 

didn’t come home,” said state Sen. 

Glenn McConnell, R-Charleston 

and chairman of the South Caro-

lina Hunley Commission, which 

raised the sub and is charged with 

Richardson
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Suicide blast kills 

dozens in Baghdad
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